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EDITORIAL
LICENCE

Now that the dust has settled
over a more than satisfactory end to
the 2009/2010 season, how are you
feeling about the prospects for the
2010/2011 season? When SDS84
went to print, Lancaster City just
about still had the upper hand but a
strong finish by Town blew away the
Red Rose challenge and left all the
others trailing a long way behind. The
importance of keeping going right to
the end is clearly shown by the stats
over the last 10 games where Town
gained 24 points to Lancaster’s 20.
The title margin was effectively these
four points although one could
reasonably argue that with more to
play for, the final two games may not
have been draws. All credit must go
to the players who managed to
perform so consistently when being
asked to do so nine times in the last
month of the season. This sort of ask
would have had many a Premiership
manager bleating his heart out to all
who would listen but there was not a
single murmur from Neil Aspin.

The highlight for many people
was probably the 4-0 demolition of
Lancaster on 10 April, although those
fortunate enough to have withessed
the last 10 minutes at Garforth a few
days earlier may well beg to differ. To
see a crowd of over 3,000 for a
league game at the Shay was in itself
quite special but to then witness
Town play Lancaster off the park was
absolutely fantastic. For the players
to then go to Curzon Ashton two days
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later and knock five more in without
reply nicely capped off what was
effectively a make or break week.
The icing on the cake was provided
by Trafford who beat Lancaster 2-0
the following evening to relieve most
of the remaining pressure. In effect,
April was almost as perfect as it could
have been although we should also
be thankful that the weather turned in
our favour. Anyone who saw the
Chorley game on 2 April would have
been left in no doubt that the Shay
pitch was in a terrible state. A few
minutes of rain turned it into a soggy
almost unplayable, in areas, gloop.
Fortunately, this was the last of the
serious rain for the remainder of the
season. With Easter egg chasing also
doing its worst to the playing surface,
more rain could have potentially seen
a different end to the season. With
reports that the East Stand
construction has damaged some of
the pitch drainage, and no immediate
plans for rectification, the ongoing
state of the playing surface remains a
major concern.

News has now come through
that the new Chester club, Chester
FC, will be allowed to start at the level
we have just left behind. Early
indications from the pundits are that
Chester expect to walk through this
level with some ease. | think most of
us accept that clubs can buy their
way out of the NPL leagues but they
also have to spend the money wisely,
as we know from FC Halifax Town’s
first attempt. We can’t hide behind the
fact that the resources at FC Halifax
Town played a massive part in the
success that was achieved, uneven
playing field some may claim, but
there is also the stuff that money



can’t buy such as team sprit that is an
essential part of the mix. The likes of
Skelmersdale and Curzon were not
far off the pace and if either of those
teams can get their act together for
the full 44 games then the Chester
players will have a tough fight on their
hands.

As well as bringing some
‘bigger’ clubs to the Shay, promotion
to the Northern Premier League
Premier Division also has some other
benefits; not least that it brings the
club back to national recognition in
both the national press and the likes
of Sky Sports News. Alright, it could
be a case of blink and miss it on the
telly and needing a magnifying glass
for the papers but it nevertheless
brings the name FC Halifax Town to a
much wider audience. Promotion also
means that we enter both the FA Cup
and the FA Trophy a round later and
don't have the annoyance of the
Presidents Cup. As with last season,
there is again only one major prize to
focus on. Good runs in both the FA
Cup and the FA Trophy will help
financially but anything else isn't
really worth the grass it is played on.
The game at Boston last season
really  highlighted the farcical
situations that these extra
competitions can create. | don’t think
that there was one person involved
with FC Halifax Town that wanted to
win that League Cup game, people
on the messageboard were cheering
each Boston goal as it went in.

Off the field things continue to
move in the right direction. The
hospitality side has had a real
makeover with the opening of the
East Stand and when we have our
SDS sponsored match | hope as
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many of you as possible will join in. |
am confident that anyone who
attends will be impressed. Events
such as the End of Season Awards
Night continue to go from strength to
strength and | would like to thank
Stuart Peacock for allocating me a
place on his table for what was an
excellent evening. The relationship
between the SDS and the club is
where | believe it needs to be with
any major differences consigned to
the past. | hope that we can continue
to be a significant fundraiser for the
club. David Bosomworth is regularly
updated with what we have to offer
and you can be assured that any
funds donated through SDS will
continue have a tangible FCHT
destination. To this end, | really hope
that as many members and fans as
possible will support the Goal-O-
Meter next season as it will be our
primary fundraiser.

At the time of writing there was
no news about season ticket or gate
prices for next season. Similarly,
there was no news on replica shirts.
Excuses/reasons for such a delay
could be readily accepted during the
first couple of seasons but to be
delayed for the third season is a row
is a bit of a cause for concern. It
further highlights where the new club
hierarchy is still not yet fully engaged
with the fan base as a whole. Why
this should be the case 24 months
down the line is still a bit of a mystery.
Surely the closed season is the best
time to engage the fan base on what
is up and coming and also bring in
some revenue?

The new signings to date seem
to be focusing on youth which is
significantly more promising than



filling the squad with journeymen.
Much better to see the team full of
players hopefully on their way up with
a point to prove than a team full of
‘been there, done that’s’ on their way
down. Hopefully, the new players will
continue the team togetherness from
last season — | suspect that Nell
Aspin has bought players in with this
in mind. The team spirit that was so
evident on the pitch last season was
epitomised at the end of season
awards night where, | think, every
player was there and all but one
stayed to the end and evidently
enjoyed being part of what was going
on. A far cry indeed from some
previous seasons.

As with last season, Town will
need a steady points haul across the
season if a second promotion
challenge is to be taken on. We have
now all seen with our own eyes how a
successful campaign is a marathon
and not a sprint, although the final
month’s tactics are again likely to play
a big part. As argued above, in some
ways we got lucky as Lancaster had
a mini implosion at just the wrong
time for them which meant that the
draws at the likes of Wakefield and
AFC Fylde were not as costly as they
could have been.

| sincerely hope that you will
stick with the SDS as we look to
further establish ourselves within the
structure of the new club. Future
issues will be sent out using the
2010/2011 membership list so it
would be appreciated if memberships
could be renewed as soon as
possible. | can’'t guarantee the
frequency of the newsletter going
forward, much will depend on what
comes in from members, but once we
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get a new printer on line it should
make the whole job much easier.
£300 has been set aside to get us up
and running again with a new printer
and toner. Obtaining toner at an
economical price is key to the whole
operation! The old printer is beyond
economical repair but has done a
great job since SDS55 and has paid
for itself many times over. This set
aside still leaves us with in excess of
£3,500 and as soon as the club notify
us of how they would like to
appropriate the funds the
membership will be informed.

Match reports and stats are
likely to play a big part in the SDS
Newsletter going forward and, as
with last season, it will be great to
receive as many first hand reports as
possible. This is clearly a good point
to publicly thank Andy Connell and
Charlie Adamson for their regular
contributions  which  were  most
appreciated. If you intend to do a
match report it helps if you let me
know in advance so that there is no
duplicate of effort elsewhere. Ideally,
a match report should be sent in
within seven days of a match taking
place. This assists me in allocating
space and also helps with the
continuity when reading as reports
written at a later date can unwittingly
be tainted by more recent events.

| hope that you enjoy reading
this transition edition of the SDS
publication.  Thanks  for  your
continued support and | look forward
to meeting up with as many members
as possible during the season. Our
pre-match home venue is still
scheduled to be the Shears Pub .

SIMON DENTON



TEAM FAX

The latest update from
the new East Stand
changing room.

IN

LIAM HOGAN

DEFENDER

Hogan has signed on a one
year deal from Woodley
Sports. He reportedly
impressed Neil Aspin in both
games against Town last
season. At 21 years of age,
Hogan is a developing talent
with one of his key strengths
being his pace.

SIMON GARNER
MIDFIELDER

Left sided midfielder who has
signed from Clitheroe.

JAMIE VARDY

STRIKER

Signed from Stocksbridge
Park Steels. 21 year old
Vardy scored 19 goals for
Stocksbridge last season and
has been at the club since
the age of 16. A potential
‘player for the future’ having
also attracted the attention of
Rotherham,  Crewe and
Sheffield United in the last 12
months.

MARK BOWER

DEFENDER

Released by Darlington at the
end of last season. Bower,
who is 29 years old, has
spent most of his career at
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Bradford City for whom he
made 231 appearances.

SCOTT METCALFE
STRIKER

Metcalfe, who is 21 years old,
has signed from Trafford FC.
Last season he scored 16
goals in 34 league and cup
appearances.

OouT

PAUL SYKES

UTILITY

Despite putting in some
quality performances, Sykes
didn’t appear in Neil Aspin’s
plans and he was one of the
first to be released at the end
of last season.

MARK PEERS
MIDFIELDER

Peers was the only Jim Vince
signing that Neil Aspin was
obliged to take. He was also
reportedly one of the highest
paid players. On his day
Peers could transform a
game with his pace and
trickery but unfortunately he
didn’t do himself justice often
enough.

MICHAEL WILDE

STRIKER

Returns to Fleetwood Town
after an impressive loan spell
at the end of the season.
Although Wilde is not a first
choice striker at Fleetwood it
is believed the wages he is

on at the cash rich
Conference side would
prohibit any approach to sign
permanently.

LEE GREGORY

STRIKER

Returns to Mansfield Town
after a very impressive loan
spell where he scored some
vital end of season goals and
contributed significantly to the
successful run in.

BRADLEY BARNES
MIDFIELDER

Signed from Southport on a
short term loan primarily as
cover whilst Tom Baker
served a three match
suspension.

STEVE PAYNE

DEFENDER

At 34 years of age Payne has
decided to hang up his boots.
He came second in the SDS
Player of the Season voting
and will definitely be missed.
We wish him well in his future
career.

BC
RYAN CROSSLEY
Depends how his back injury
progresses.

LUKE RICHARDSON and
MARK HOTTE

Advised that they are not in
Neil Aspin’s first team plans
and offered the opportunity to
look for other suitable clubs.

PHIL SENIOR
Will he want a third season
on the bench?

RESIGNED

James Dean, Jonathan Hedge,
Aaron Hardy, Danny Lowe, Scott
Phelan, Tom Baker, Richard
Marshall, Nicky Gray and James
Riley.



SDS ROUND-UP

*Welcome to the first edition of the re-
vamped SDS Newsletter. It's a bit later than
scheduled, primarily because the SDS
printer has finally given up the ghost and
this edition has had to be printed
commercially. Thanks to Dave at DLT
Printing in Birmingham for helping out with
this issue and also SDS84 which was done
at very short notice. We hope to have full
SDS printing facilities up and running again
by SDS86.

* It's membership renewal time again and
amazingly the UK prices are the same as
when we did our last newsletter which was
SDS17! At £8 adults, £10 family/ group and
£14 overseas we hope that you will stick
with us. This season we will be offering the
opportunity to receive the SDS Newsletter
in either .pdf (acrobat) or .doc (word)
format. If you would like to receive each
issue electronically, please indicate this on
your membership form and also include a
valid e-mail address. We will be looking to
do more updates by e-mail so if you do
have a valid e-mail address it would be
appreciated if you could put this on your
membership form.

* In the past we have been asked by
various groups at Halifax Town to pass on
our membership information. These
requests have, of course, been declined as
we treat all SDS membership details with
the confidentiality that | trust you expect. On
this seasons membership form there is the
opportunity to say whether or not you are
willing to have any information we have
passed on to the club or associated
organisations. The assumption is that
members don’t want their information
passed on unless they tell us otherwise.

* We are looking to do a few FCHT
sponsorships next season. Our main match
sponsorship is provisionally scheduled for
the first home Saturday in September that
does not clash with a possible FA Cup
game. As soon as we have more details we
will let you know. We did a ‘trial run’ for the

SDS ISSUE 85

Lancaster game where we had two SDS
tables of eight filled at short notice. The
facilities in the East Stand are excellent and
we look forward to welcoming as many
SDS members and friends as possible on
our sponsorship day. You will not be
disappointed! We are also planning to do
two shirt sponsorships. If you have any
player preferences please get in touch as
soon as possible.

* We are asking that every member
considers subscribing to the Goal-O-Meter
for the 2010/11 season. Any reasonable
sponsorship amount will be welcomed and
if anyone wants to put a cap on their
commitment that will be perfectly
acceptable. As in previous seasons, Martin
and Jonathon will be running the Goal-O-
Meter but to make joining easier we will be
more than happy to accept sponsorship
confirmations to the SDS address along
with SDS membership renewals. These
confirmations will then be forwarded on to
Martin and Jonathan for processing.

* Did you manage to guess the locations of
the Groundtastic pictures in SDS847 If you
didn’t, the top picture was the former home
of Morecambe FC, Christie Park and the
bottom picture was Tolka Park, the home of
Shelbourne, although on the day in
question Town’s opponents were Longford
Town!

* James Dean won 14"

the annual

Shaymen Down South Player of the
Season award and he was presented with
the award at the end of season

presentation evening.

The voting went as follows:

1 James Dean 43%
= Steve Payne 16%
= Scott Phelan 16%

4 Nicky Gray 12%

5 Richard Marshall 7%
= James Reilly 3%
= Tom Baker 3%



CHAMPIONSHIP
STATISTICS

THEUNIBOND LEAGUE | THEUNIBOND

A few facts and stats on FC Halifax
Town’s first championship season

* James Dean was just beaten at the last
minute to the title of UniBond League top
scorer by Michael Norton of Curzon
Ashton who scored a goal in his sides
play-off defeat to Colwyn Bay. Both
players scored 27 league goals but
Norton scored 14 cup goals to Dean’s 13.
In the same table, Richard Marshall came
13™ with 27 league and cup goals
followed by Nicky Gray with 24.

* The Shaymen had the meanest defence
in the UniBond Division One North,
conceding an average of only 0.9 goals a
game and keeping 18 clean sheets in the
process. Lancaster conceded an average
of 1.07. At the other end, Town’s prolific
108 league goals were netted at an
impressive 2.57 goals per game. In terms
of league games, only those hardy souls
who went to the farmer’s field in Prescot
were unlucky enough not to see a Town
player get on the score sheet.

* With just four points separating Town
and Lancaster at the final count it just
goes to show how important it was that
Town kept battling right to the end. In their
final ten games, Lancaster amassed 20
points with 6 wins, 2 draws and 2 defeats.
Town had 7 wins and three draws which
yielded 24 points. You could argue
forever and a day which results were
most important but in there can be no
doubt that the events of April 7 to April 13
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swung the odds dramatically in Town’s
favour. 07 April Town win at Garforth, 10
April Town beat Lancaster, 13 April
Lancaster lose at Trafford. It just goes to
show that winning leagues at this level is
a marathon and not a sprint, although a
sprint finish is often the order of the day!

* Town finished sixth in the UniBond
Division One North fair play league table
after collecting 64 yellow and 5 red cards
in all UniBond competitions. Lancaster
City were the league goody goodies with
just 37 yellow and 2 red cards, whilst the
thugs could be found at Trafford where 89
yellow and 9 red cards were amassed.
Surprisingly, Garforth finished 10" and
Ossett Albion finished 16™!

* The total aggregate crowd at the Shay
last season was an impressive 30,485.
This gave an average gate of 1,452 per
game. The attendance of 3,152 against
Lancaster was the biggest of the season
in the UniBond Leagues and was bigger
than the aggregate season attendance of
seven UniBond Division One sides. Only
FC United Of Manchester with 1,954 had
a bigger average league crowd in the
UniBond leagues.

* Every other team in the UniBond
Division One North got their biggest gate
of the season when FC Halifax Town
came to visit. The ‘unluckiest’ side was
Mossley who only got 419 for their re-
arranged game played at Ashton United.
The turnstiles at Dimple Wells benefited
most when 1,170 clicked through for
Town’s final away game.

* FC Halifax Town were the 106™ best
supported team in England and Wales.
The average gate at the Shay was higher
than at 13 Conference National sides.

* Calderdale based Town fans who went
to every away league game, and had
decent map reading skills, would have
travelled a mere 1,780 miles. Compare
this to just one away trip to Torquay in the
Conference of 588 miles! Regional
leagues are certainly greener...



SDS SHORTS

MORE TIGER REQUIRED IN THE TANK
Last season Calderdale based Town fans
who went to every league game only had to
travel 1,780 miles. This coming season this
will increase to 2,628 miles with Chasetown
being the longest single round trip at 220
miles. The shortest round trip will be to
Bradford Park Avenue.

LEAGUE LOTTO

Over the closed season, the FA initially
seemed to be taking a consistent approach
to reformed clubs, allowing them to enter at
no higher than step 5. Kings Lynn Town and
Farsley Celtic reluctantly accepted their new
allocation but Chester FC contested and
have been allocated a place at step 4 in the
league that Town have just departed. So,
Chester will play in the Evo-Stik League
Division One North whilst Farsley will play in
the Northern Counties East League Premier
Division and Kings Lynn Town will play in the
United Counties League. Kings Lynn’s first
choice was apparently the Eastern Counties
league but member clubs were reportedly
against this and were looking for the new
club to enter at step 6. It shouldn’t be
underestimated how important it was for the
Shaymen to enter at no lower than step 4.
Below this level there is only one guaranteed
chance (subject to ground grading) of
promotion and it really is a case of winner
takes all.

MORE LEAGUE LOTTO

Whilst the FA League allocations have been
officially published there are still a number of
twists and turns including:

SALISBURY CITY — The Whites failed to
meet the dreaded Conference Appendix E
deadline for paying all debts in full by the
second Saturday in May after entering
administration. They have now been
demoted to step 3 which means reprieves for
Forest Gump who remain in the Conference
Premier and Weston Super Mare who are re-
instated to Conference South for the third
time in four seasons.
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GRAYS ATHLETIC — After resigning from the
Conference, primarily after losing their
ground to developers, Grays were initially left
out of the national league system completely!
However, after an appeal and agreed ground
share with Thurrock they were placed in the
Isthmian Premier Division (step 3).
MERTHYR TYDFIL — The Martyrs are no
more and the re-formed club, Merthyr Town
FC has been placed in the Western League
First Division (step 6). The club will play at
Taffs Well Rhiw Dda’r stadium.

VCD — The Crayford based club appealed
against their removal from the Isthmian
League on ground grading issues. However,
the appeal failed and Harlow Town are
reprieved at step 4.

NORTHWICH VICTORIA — Another financial
mess in Cheshire (or is it part of the same
long running saga?) brings us a quick return
to a former Conference haunt as the Vics are
expelled from the Conference North. There
are, however some ‘winners’ in all this with
Harrogate Town, Ossett Town and Margate
amongst the clubs receiving a reprieve. As
mentioned in previous SDS issues, surely its
now time for a rule change that rewards
success rather than failure. Wouldn't
promoting Lancaster City bring a lot more
promise to the Evo-Stik Premier Division
than keeping Ossett Town hanging on for
another year?

NEW GLUE

On 1 July 2010, the Northern Premier
League became the Evo-Stik League for at
least three seasons. The announcement of
the new sponsorship was made back in May
during a special press conference at the
National Sports Centre Lilleshall attended by
Sky Sports, leading press, DIY trade and
non-league publications, as well as
representatives from all NPL member clubs.
Evo-Stik becomes only the fourth-ever
sponsor of the NPL. Multipart were the
league's first sponsor, followed by HFS
Loans and then UniBond, whose 16 year
sponsorship of the league remains the
longest-running in  world football. The
agreement with Evo-Stik includes the option
to extend the sponsorship for a further two
years to 2015.



HALIFAX TOWN HISTORIES

— 28:

200208 THE WILDER YEARS PART FIVE
FACTS AND STATS

Phil Ashworth signs off with a summary of
Chris Wilder’s reign at the Shay

Final League position and points

Season Pos Pts

02-03 8 64
03-04 19 44
04-05 9 66
05-06 4 75
06-07 16 55
07-08 *20 *42
*10 points deduction for going in to

administration. Town’s actual points total
of 52 points would have resulted in final
position of 18™.

Cup Record

Season FA Cup FA Trophy  FL Trophy

02-03 4" QR Round of 16  Northern 1% round
03-04 4" QR Round of 16 Northern semi — final
04-05 2 Round of 64

05-06 18t Round of 32 Northern 2™ round
06-07 4" QR QIF

07-08 18t Round of 16

In 2007-2008 Town reached the semi final
(Northern Section Final) of the inaugural
Setanta Shield competition.
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Wilder's Line Up’s

First competitive game

Town v Telford United — Home Sat August
17" 2002 — Won 2-0 (Kerrigan, Midgley
(pen))

Butler Asher McAuley Bushell Stoneman
Haigh Mallon (Elliott) Clarkson Midgley
(Farrell) Kerrigan (Parke) Fitzpatrick.

Conference Play-Off Final

Town v Hereford United. Walkers
Stadium Leicester - Sat May 20" 2006 —
Lost 2-3 aet (Killeen Grant)

Kennedy Haslam Doughty (Senior)
Atherton  Young  (Bushell)  Quinn
Thompson Foster Killeen Sugden (Grant)
Forrest

Last game

Town v Stevenage Borough - Home Sat
April 26™ 2008 — Lost 1-2 (Shaw pen)

Legzdins Quinn Wright Ainge Griffith
Kearney (Davies) Heslop Doughty Forrest
(Campbell) Shaw Killeen (Stamp)



Players of the Year

Supporters’ Club  Season  SDS
C Midgley 02-03 C Midgley
S Bushell 03-04 S Bushell
R Sugden 04-05 A Quinn
A Quinn 05-06 A Quinn
L Killeen 06-07 L Killeen
J Shaw 07-08 J Shaw

L eading Scorers

Stats include goals scored in the following
competitions: League and League play off
games, FA Cup, Football League Trophy,
FA Trophy, Setanta Shield.

Season Player

02-03 R Mallon 8 (1pen)
03-04 C Midgley 13 (9pens)
04-05 C Midgley 14 (6pens)
05-06 J Grant 13
06-07 D Forrest 7

S Torpey 7
07-08 J Shaw 27 (8 pens)
Chris Wilder

In all of Halifax Town’s ninety-seven year
history just two managers, Alan Ball in
1969 and George Mulhall in 1998
managed the club to promotion. In the
2006 play-off final Town were just ten
minutes away from achieving that goal. In
terms of a near miss this is as close as
Town came to going up a division without
doing so. In this respect it is comparable
to George Kirby’'s third place finish in
division three in 1971, missing promotion
by four points and Alex Raisbeck’s
runners up place in Division Three North
in 1935, just two points short, although the
reward for promotion in these cases
would have been the Second Division.
Wilder is the only manager to have taken
Town to a major cup final. He also took
Town to the last eight or further in three
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different national cup competitions: The
LDV Vans Trophy NSF, 03-04, the FA
Trophy QF 06-07 and the Setanta Shield
NF 07-08.

These statistics in themselves rate Wilder
highly amongst HTFC managers yet the
real depth of his managerial skills is found
in the journey Town made during his
tenure. In 2002 Wilder started from
scratch with a club which just four years
before had been amazingly successful
and had somehow managed to throw
away the vast majority of what had been
achieved. In 2002-2003 Town achieved
more then even their most optimistic
supporters could have hoped for as the
team gave the fans back some pride as
well as some fine entertainment. 2003-
2004 saw a dramatic slide in fortunes to
the tune of ten successive league defeats
but such had been Wilder's achievements
that there was no disquiet from the
terraces. The dramatic improvement of
04-05 and the continuation of this to the
play-off final evidenced solid progress and
continual improvement.

The play-off final was the peak of Wilder's
achievements. In September 06 he made
the eleventh hour decision not to go to
Cambridge, but eventually not even
Wilder’s loyalty or love for the club could
prevail against the background of ever
more apparent financial troubles. In the
end though, the very end for HTFC as it
turned out, Wilder could add to his CV the
achievement of avoiding relegation with a
club who had suffered a ten point penalty
deduction. Of all those involved with the
demise of HTFC, perhaps it was Wilder
who came out best on the right side of
just. Wilder hadn’t deserved to lose his
position as a Conference National level
manager and after a brief period coaching
at Bury he returned to that level in
December 08 when he became manager
of Oxford United.



The Wilder Boys— Pen Pics

The appearances and goals scored for
each player relate only to the Wilder
years. The competitions included in the
statistics are, league and play-off games,
FA Cup, FA Trophy, Football League
Trophy and Setanta Shield ties.

Steve Bushell — Midfield
Apps 146 Goals 9

A combative popular player inherited by
Wilder. One of the first Wilder years
memories was of him chasing former
team mate Andrew Woodward round the
Shay car park. This followed a 5-0 home
defeat to Northwich in August 2002 during
which Woodward was proactive in getting
him red carded. Woodward found
sanctuary on the team coach.

A mainstay of the team in Wilder's first
two seasons, he was voted both the
Supporters’ Club and SDS player of the
year in 2003-2004. He broke his leg at
Barnet in April 05 but returned from injury
the following January. His final Town
appearance was to have been in the play-
off final but after a season at Altrincham
he returned for the 2007-2008 season
making a further 17 appearances before
leaving for Hyde.

He wasn’t a prolific scorer but two of his
goals were most memorable. He scored
a thirty-yard volley in the 2-1 home win
over Leigh RMI in April 04 to end a run of
ten consecutive league defeats. His free
kick was Town’s first step to Leicester
when he opened the scoring against
Grays in the play-off first leg.

Paul Stoneman — Defender
Apps 34 goals 4

In truth the Wilder years were the least
legendary period of Stoney’s Town
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career. Nonetheless, at the start he was
a first choice centre half missing just one
game in the first sixteen in 2002-2003 and
scoring three times before a serious injury
at Hereford in October ended his season.
After eighteen months out he returned in
March 04 as a sub at home to Burton, his
only 2003-2004 appearance. To his credit
he made sixteen apps in 04-05 including
the FA Cup giant killing of Cambridge. He
scored his last Town goal in a 3-1 home
defeat to Morecambe in September 04.
On his final appearance at home to
Woking he was given the captain’s
armband when coming on as sub. He
was the only player to be awarded a
testimonial during the Wilder years when
a Halifax Town X1 played a Paul
Stoneman Xl in May 05. An all time
HTFC legend.

Ryan Mallon - forward
Apps 81 goals 14

Mallon was the first shining star of the
Wilder years, whilst on loan from Sheffield
United. A skilful exciting winger his eight
goals in nineteen appearances made him
top scorer in 2002-2003. His hat-trick in
the 4-0 home win over Kettering made
him one of only two Town players to score
a league hat trick in the Wilder years. He
signed off with a goal in a 2-0 win at
Forest Green before returning to Bramhall
Lane. Mallon returned permanently for
the 2003-2004 season but didn’t
recapture his previous form and left at the
end of 2004-2005 after loan spells at
Alfreton and Gainsborough. His star
didn’t shine for long but it certainly shone
brightly.

Craig Midgley — Midfield/Forward
Apps 165 goals 37

If you are a player of the year in a good
season and top scorer in a free scoring
one, the stats suggest you’re a decent



player. So it was with “Midge” In 2002-
2003 he was both the Supporters’ Club
and SDS player of the year and in 2004-
2005 top scored with 14 goals out of a
total of 80, albeit six were penalties. In
doing this he beat his own season top
scorer record of 13, (nine pens) set the
season before (2003-2004). He had a
happy knack of making a difference from
the bench, most memorably versus Leek
Town in a home FA Cup 4" qualifying tie
in October 2004. Coming on at half-time,
he scored a penalty and then again deep
in to stoppage time to snatch a 2-2 draw.
He was selected to start in the first round
proper at home to Cambridge and scored
in the 3-1 win. He left at the end of 2005-
2006, but not before Bushell and himself
were presented with a recognition award
at the player of the year evening.

Adam Quinn — central defence
Apps 223 goals 12

A Shayman for the whole of the Wilder
years, Quinn made his debut at Barnet, a
0-0 draw in August 2002 and started his
first run of appearances in January 03,
making 25 league apps that season.
2003-2004 again saw 25 league apps in a
season in which his three goals tally was
made up of once each in the league, the
FA Trophy and the LDV vans trophy. He
also scored in that season’s West Riding
County Cup Final as Town beat Farsley
Celtic 2-1.

He was an integral part of Town’s rise
from 2004-2006 missing just eight league
games in two seasons, his last minute
goal at Canvey lIsland in December 05
turning one point in to three. During this
period he was the SDS player of the year
twice in a row and won the Supporters’
Club player of the year award in 05-06. In
April 2007 his header secured a vital 2-1
home win over Crawley in the penultimate
game of the season as Town battled for
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Conference survival. He also gained
England representative honours in 2006-
2007. He totalled 40 league and cup
appearances in 2007-2008 and was in
Wilder’s last line up.

Lewis Killeen - forward/midfield

Apps 243 goals 47

The leading appearance maker and
scorer of the Wilder years. At his best up
front or just behind the front two, it was in
his partnership with Ryan Sugden where
he was most effective. He was the only
player of this period to reach double
figures twice without penalty kicks and the
only one to score in two different matches
in the play-off series. He scored 12 goals
in 04-05, strangely nine came away from
home, and 11 in 05-06. He was the
Supporters’ Club and the SDS player of
the year in 06-07 despite the fact that in
the latter part of his Town career he was
often played in right midfield. St James’
Park Exeter was to his liking as he scored
in four successive trips there. Two
memorable Killeen goals were at
Blackpool when he shot Town in front in
the 2004 LDV Vans Trophy NSF and at
Leicester where his fine shot gave Town
the play off final lead.

Mark Cartwright — goalkeeper
Apps 40 goals 0

Perhaps a surprise choice for an elite pen
pics list but Cartwright was a solid keeper
with a good kick. After making his debut
at home to Margate in September 03 he
missed just two league games that
season. It was his kick that was the origin
of Killeen’s goal at Blackpool. He could
consider himself unfortunate to be
released at the end of 03-04 and returned
to the Shay with Leek Town in the FA Cup
the following season.

Denny Ingram - central defence
Apps 72 goals 1



A ball playing defender, Ingram’s
partnership with Adam Quinn was a key
part of Town’s significant 2004-2005
improvement and the first-half of the play
off final campaign. When Town visited
leaders Accrington in January 05, he
played superbly as a defensive midfielder
in a 1-1 draw. However that was his last
appearance as he left for Scarborough.
Whatever the reasons for this were, they
weren’'t on the field ones as its fair to
argue that he was never really replaced.
His only Town goal came in a 5-1 home
win over Leigh RMI in April 2005.

lan Dunbavin - goalkeeper
Apps 60 goals 0

Signed from Shrewsbury for the 04-05
season, Dunbavin was a good shot
stopper who improved on his initial
weaknesses on crosses. He missed just
three league games that season. In 05-
06 his clean sheet in a 2-0 home FA Cup
4™ qualifying round versus Farsley Celtic
was his seventh in fifteen matches. This
turned out to be his last Town game as
sadly he was released following a drink
driving conviction.

Matt Doughty — fullback
Apps 158 goals 2
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Arguably Wilder’s best value signing who
in his four seasons at The Shay saw off
both injury and rivals to still be a Wilder
boy in the last line up. Doughty was solid
in defence and good in attack with a fine
cross and dead ball. From the start of the
04-05 season he was ever present until a
broken ankle at Aldershot in February
ended both his season and his player of
the year award chances. He regained his
position on a regular basis in November
05 not missing another league or play-off
game that season. In 07-08 he made his
most Town appearances in a season, 48,
and scored his only league goal in the 3-2
home win over Torquay in March. His
other Town goal came in a 3-1 Football
League Trophy defeat at home to
Scunthorpe in December 05.

Steve Haslam - Full back

Apps 108 goals 1

A quality player with a good pass, it was
somewhat of a mystery why Haslam
wasn’t playing at a higher level. Originally
a midfielder, he was sent off on his debut
a 2-1 defeat at Tamworth on the opening
day of the 2004-2005 season, then went
to Northampton for a short spell but
returned and became a regular first team
pick in October 2004. He missed just two
league games in 05-06. The majority of
the following season he was out with
injury before returning in February. At the
end of the 2006-07 season he left for
Bury. It was against the Shakers that he
scored his only Town goal, a fine long
range effort in a 6-1 home Football
League Trophy win in October 05.

Ryan Sugden - Centre Forward
Apps 93 goals 23

A hard working target man who chased
and harried defenders and good in the air
Sugden was a valuable member of
Town’s team at the peak of the Wilder
years success. In his first season, 04-05,



he bagged eleven goals and was voted
the Supporters’ Club player of the year.
His most significant contribution came
when on returning from injury in February
06 he scored late winning goals at
Altrincham and at home to Southport and
scored both goals in a 2-0 home win over
Exeter. He repeated this in a 2-0 win over
Gravesend in the penultimate game of the
season to ensure play-off qualification.
His header put Town 2-0 up in the home
first play-off leg versus Grays. In 06-07
he scored five goals from 23 appearances
and made his last Town appearance on 1
Jan 2007 in a 1-1 home draw with
Altrincham. His best individual scoring
achievement was scoring four goals in a
14-3 home county cup tie versus
Pontefract Collieries in November 06,
however, Town forfeited the game due to
a player having previously played for
another team in the same competition.

Martin Foster — Midfield
Apps 111 goals 11

An excellent link player bringing the ball
from deep, Foster was a vital component
of the team’s spine at the peak of the
Wilder years and became team captain.
He scored on his debut in a 2-1 opening
day loss at Tamworth in August 04 and at
home to Cambridge in FA Cup that
season. He is best remembered for
scoring twice at Grays in the play-off
second leg, firstly with a well struck cross
shot and then a penalty on a wonderful
evening especially for SDS supporters. In
06-07 he scored a penalty in another fine
cup away draw, 2-2 at Oxford in the FA
Trophy. Within weeks he had joined the
U’'s on loan, after that he left the Shay
permanently for Rushden and Diamonds.

John Grant - Centre Forward
Apps 55 goals 14
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Grant had a difficult start to his Town
career. His arrival coincided with a slump
in form which saw the team slide away
from the 04-05 play off places. Add to this
that his arrival threatened the
Killeen/Sugden partnership and that he
scored once in eight games before the
season ended and it wasn’'t the start
hoped for. Nonetheless, Grant top scored
in 05-06 with thirteen goals in a more
successful if less free scoring team then
the season before. Four goals in the first
six home games helped both his and
Town’s cause. He is best remembered
for his sublime flick at the near post which
gave Town the lead in the play off final. It
turned out to be his last Town appearance
as he left for Aldershot with whom he won
a Conference Championship medal in 07-
08.

Tyrone Thompson - Midfield
Apps 94 goals 1

An excellent signing, Thompson was a
consistent performer who made most
appearances in 05-06, 52, missing just
one game all season. He was voted
runner up in the Supporters’ Club player
of the year awards. His only Town goal



came that season, a shot in a 2-1 home
league win over Grays. He left for
Crawley at the end of the 06-07 season,
with  whom he returned as captain in
November 07, a game in which SDS
member Nick O’Reilly sponsored the
match ball, Town winning 3-0.

Danny Forrest — Forward
Apps 122 goals 15

A skilful entertaining wide man who on his
day could be a real asset. Initially on loan
from Bradford City, he scored on his
home debut a 4-0 win over Tamworth in
September 05. In 06-07 he signed
permanently for The Shaymen and was
joint top scorer with Steve Torpey on
seven goals. His 15 goals all came as
singles, only two of them being in defeats.
He played in the final Wilder line up.

Jon Shaw - Centre Forward
Apps 46 goals 27

Shaw’s appearance to goals record would
have been a fine achievement in a
successful team. His achievements in an
average team that went in to
administration, were deducted points and
folded were nothing short of incredible.
Not since Steve Norris in 1990-1991 did
Town have such a prolific striker in
adverse circumstances. The fact that
Town folded somewhat overtook his
achievements but in no way should
diminish them. Shaw was signed from
Burton on the early season transfer
deadline day and scored his first Town
goals in a Setanta televised 3-2 win at
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Stafford in September. This was one of
five two goal league hauls as he often
scored in the more memorable wins of
2007-2008, Stevenage away, Torquay
home and Crawley home and away.
Although it wasn’t known at the time, he
created history on Saturday 26 April 2008
when his penalty at home to Stevenage
proved to be the last ever HTFC goal. He
was voted the Supporters’ Club and SDS
player of the season 2007-2008.

Simon Heslop — midfield
Apps 40 goals 7

A strong running midfielder with a
powerful shot, Heslop was arguably the
best loan signing Wilder ever made.
Indeed, a strong case could be made that
he was the best midfield player of the
Wilder era. After making his Town league
debut at Aldershot in October he didn’t
miss a league game. He opened his
Town scoring account with a long range
effort in the 2-1 FA Cup 4" qualifying
round replay win over Evesham on 30
October and scored in his home league
debut in a 3-0 win over Crawley. Another
trademark long range effort was struck at
Stevenage as Town came from 2-0 down
to win 3-2. Probably his most important
goal, though, was another one of his by
now trademark specials scoring the only
goal of the game at home to Ebbsfleet in
April just 48 hours after losing 6-1 at
home to Kidderminster with Town now
fighting a relegation battle. He was voted
runner up in the 2007-2008 SDS Player of
the season awards.

Philip Ashworth

The definitive Halifax Town by Johnny
Meynell has been an invaluable source of
information for this article, this is much
appreciated. Many thanks also to the
SDS contributors, the SDS back copies
being invaluable.



Phoenix RisIng

‘The Phoenix, a mythical creature
reborn from its own ashes, a symbol of
rebirth’.

If FC Halifax Town ever decide to
adopt another mascot should Freddy
decide to hang up his boots, then we
would need look no further then this
wonderful creature. If ever there was a
better creature more apt to our
circumstances | have yet to discover it.
| imagine that |, like many, despaired in
the dark days of Geoff Ralph and the
failed attempts to retain our status as a
Conference Premier team. Along with
the uncertainty and mistrust (seems
hard to believe now!) regarding the
consortium bidding to take over our
beloved club, we seemed to stagger
from one pit of despair to the next,
eventually settling in the previously
unknown depths of the UniBond North
Division One.

Never had | imagined 32 years
previously, as an 11 year old attending
my first home game at The Shay (a 3-3
draw vs Tranmere) that | would have to
look at a map or search the internet to
find out who/where my teams next
opponents were from. Who were
Prescot Cables, Woodley Sports or
Romulus!! What the hell were we doing
playing them and how had we got in
such a state. That has all been well
documented and commented upon by
others with more knowledge about it
than me but what | was not prepared
for 2 years ago, when we embarked on
the long journey back to civilisation,
was that this was the best thing that
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could have happened to FC Halifax
Town!!

Now don’t get me wrong, | wasn’t
happy about playing teams | didn'’t
know existed two years ago, | wasn't
happy that we had no players, a still
derelict East Stand, no real team kit, a
new badge, no manager and to some
we were a laughing stock...a ‘pub
team’, no better than the Saturday
night drinkers who kick the shit out of
each other on a Sunday morning after
downing 10 pints and a curry! But we
still had loyal supporters, a ground to
play in and a new board of directors
who whilst quieter than many liked,
had a determination to see Halifax
Town reborn and flourish.

Many of you may think | am mad
to say that such a predicament
warrants my assertion that this was the
best thing that could have happened to
us. Yet look at where we were to
where we are now. As a club we were
bankrupt, after the heady days of the
Conference winning team, there had
been a downward spiral in the clubs
finances after we were relegated to the
Conference for a second time, with the
only real bright spot our appearance in
the play-off final. Our attendances
were dwindling, there were no solid
plans to complete the stadium, the
squad was thin on talent, and we were
run autonomously by one director who
appeared clueless about finances and
footbal. We had little commercial
activity, too few players had pride in
wearing the shirt and our manager was
unable to slow our fall with no money
to spend. The club was dying an
agonising death and we could all see
it.

Compare that with today. As |
type this, in our second season in the



UniBond North Division One, we are
Champions. We now have a manager
envied by any club in the Ilower
leagues and a stadium that would
compete with most in League Two or
even higher. Our attendances have
held up amazingly, to such an extent
that twice in a couple of weeks we
have exceeded or come damn close to
3,000 spectators for a league game at
this level...that is quite astonishing! We
have a group of players who have
pride in wearing the blue (or orange!)
of FC Halifax Town and a fantastic
website with features the envy of many
teams. Our finances have to be healthy
given a part-time playing staff and the
match and commercial income now
being generated which can only
improve given the recent completion of
the East Stand.

But the thing that gives me the
most hope for the future is that we
have the opportunity to be a big fish in
a small pool for a couple more years.
Playing in this league was not pleasant
at first and next season will not be
much better in terms of the status of
the games, yet we have grown as a
club both on and off the pitch. We have
rediscovered the pride in our team that
had taken a beating over recent years
so that we can shout out that we
support “The Shaymen’ and not feel
embarrassed by this. Winning teams
will always attract support and we have
proved this even in division eight of
English football. | would urge all
supporters not to deride or be
contemptuous of new supporters but to
welcome any new face down to the
Shay.

They, along with you and |, are
the future of this club. We have an
incredible opportunity that would not

SDS ISSUE 85

have been possible under the old
regime that was saddled by debt and
music hall jokes. This club is being
rebuilt in a new, optimistic image. It
has no baggage to carry, no burdens
to drag it down and no history but that
which it carves for itself. With more
exiting and successful seasons ahead,
| see no reason why the fan base of
this club cannot expand beyond its
traditional ‘hard-core’ base, allowing it
to compete financially with other clubs
on a secure basis. There is no reason
why FC Halifax Town cannot push up
the leagues, enjoying the feeling of
success many of us have been starved
of for too long. Sustained success is
possible at the level we are still at and
with that would come a club that would
be unrecognisable from Halifax Town
AFC. We could leave our nightmares
behind us and look forward to many
more days in the sun and more
silverware for the trophy cabinet.
Let the Phoenix arise!
IAN WHITELEY

TIME TO GET FRIENDLY

As we wait for the fixture list to come out
on 14 July for the season that starts 21
August we have what could be described
as a functional set of friendlies to look
forward to, starting with the customary trip
to Brighouse Town.

The friendlies confirmed so far are:

Saturday 17 July  Brighouse Town (a) 3.00pm

Saturday 24 July  Droylsden (h) 3.00pm
Saturday 31 July  Hyde United (a) 3.00pm
Tuesday 3 August Gateshead (h) 7.45pm
Saturday 7 August Grimsby Town (h) 3.00pm
Tuesday 10 August Clitheroe (a) 7.45pm
Saturday 14 August Trafford (a) 3.00pm



SHAYMEN: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Andy Thackeray

Andrew John Thackeray was born on the 13 February 1968 in Huddersfield. He
began his footballing career as a junior at Manchester City in the mid 1980’s but
left in 1986 without playing a single game for them. He left City for his
hometown club, Huddersfield Town under Mick Buxton (who is also an ex
Shayman). He was to only make two appearances at Leeds Road before moving
on to Newport County in March 1987 for £5,000. He made 54 league
appearances (with 4 goals) before moving onto Wrexham in July 1988 again for
£5,000. He was to remain at Wrexham for 4 years, he was to play 152 league
games and score 14 league goals before he moved on to Rochdale who paid £15,000 to secure
his services. Thackeray was to play 162 league games and went on to score 13 league goals
between 1992 and 1997. He then moved to the Shaymen in August 1997 on a free transfer. He
was to play a crucial part in the Conference winning team of 1998 and played 49 games in all
competitions and scored 2 goals during that tremendous season. He remained at the Shay for
another season and then moved onto Nuneaton Borough in 1999. Thackeray became player-
coach in 2001 but left in 2003 to join Ashton United, at one point he also acted as the Assistant
Manager. He would remain there until February 2005 when he was released due to a change in
management. He signed for Mossley (pictured) on the 18 February 2005. He had a good two
years at Mossley, winning the player of the year during the 2005/06 season. Mossley also won
the Northern Premier League Division One title that season. Thackeray retired in 2006 although
he returned in 2007 to play one more game. Whilst playing part time football, Thackeray had
become a chiropodist in Holmfirth and at some point during the 2005/06 season worked with
the Huddersfield Town first team (where another ex-Shayman was the physio, Lee Martin). As
of 2010 Thackeray is still a chiropodist in Holmfirth.

DAE CLUB GAMES GOALS
1986 Manchester City 0 0
19861987 Huddersfield Town 2 0
19871988 Newport County 62 5
19881992 Wrexham 183 15
19921997 Rochdale 19216
19971999 Halifax Town 94 7
19992003 Nuneaton Bargh 129 10
20032005 Ashton United 91 5
20052006 Mossley 734

2007 Mossley 1 0

ByLee Morris with thanks to Soccerbase, Shaymenonline, Ashton United and Mossley.
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MATCH REPORTS

Saturday 13 March 2010

FC HALIFAX TOWN 3, COLWYN BAY 0
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

For the first half hour Colwyn Bay
looked like they would pose one of the
biggest threats of the season to Town’s proud
unbeaten home record. However, quick fire
goals from Danny Lowe after 34 minutes,
courtesy of a Tom Baker shot that came back
off the bar and a James Dean trademark pile
driver three minutes later turned the game
Town'’s way.

The second half was pretty comfortable
for Town but it really needed a third to settle
any nerves. A third duly arrived after 87
minutes when a Scott Phelan effort squeezed

between keeper and post.
Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Crossley, Riley, Gray, Phelan,
Dean, Baker, Marshall

ATTENDANCE 1,388
NORTHERN CORRESPONDENT

Tuesday 16 March 2010

CLITHEROE 1, FC HALIFAX TOWN 2
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

This always looked like being a tough
match and Town’s task wasn't made any
easier by the absence through injury of both
James Riley and Ryan Crossley. It meant
that, embarrassingly for a top team, Town
could only name three substitutes including
Phil Senior, leaving supporters with questions
such as why couldn’t Luke Richardson be
recalled from his loan at Ossett Albion and
what exactly are the situations of Neil Ross
and Jamie Smith at the club?

The opening exchanges were lively
without any clear-cut chances, although
Clitheroe were proving an energetic and
speedy side and it was they who exerted the
early pressure. The Shawbridge pitch was
certainly an improvement on the swamp of
last year but the cross-field slope makes
accurate passing difficult. Midfield seemed
very congested although Clitheroe’s number
8, Simon Garner, did his best to reduce the
numbers with wild tackles on Tom Baker and
Scott Phelan which were lucky to earn only
one yellow card, particularly since he
contested each decision against him. Phelan
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seemed to be having back problems, which
limited his effectiveness.

Gradually Town settled with Baker and
Mark Peers, in his first start for some weeks,
becoming more involved. Two free-kicks in
promising positions were wasted before
Peers cut in from the left and hit a low right-
footed shot that looked a goal all the way until
Danny Hanford dived full-length to make a
fine one-handed save. In the closing minutes
of the half, James Dean headed a good
chance straight at the keeper and Nick Gray
put another header over the bar.

0-0 was a fair reflection of the first half
and there was a feeling that the first goal
would be decisive. Again Clitheroe began
more convincingly and in one incisive attack
down the right, Paul Sykes was beaten twice
by the tricky Louis Mayers and brought him
down clumsily for a clear-cut penalty which
was dispatched by Danny Williams. Clitheroe
seemed more fired up than Town who were
doing little to suggest that they could get back
on level terms, but then they were handed a
lifeline when a simple back header by a
defender looped over Hanford, leaving
Richard Marshall through on goal. In
desperation, the keeper pulled him down and
was, inevitably, shown a red card. With no
substitute keeper on the bench, full-back
Liam McManus went in goal. Aaron Hardy
(yet another Town penalty-taker this season)
drilled the ball confidently past him for the
equaliser and his first goal of the season.
Surely, we thought, with half-an-hour to play
against a stand-in goalkeeper, the floodgates
would open now?

But Hardy’s evening turned sour when
what seemed a perfectly good tackle was
inexplicably punished by an officious referee
with a second yellow card and he too was off.
Frustratingly, Town just couldn’t seem to
exert any pressure on McManus. Poor final
passes, a couple of off-target efforts by Dean
and three easily cleared corners meant that
he had virtually nothing to do and a solid
defence looked like keeping Town at bay ...
until, in the fifth minute of added time, Dean
seized on a long ball out of defence, cut
inside and fired home. It was a wonderful
moment, turning a disappointing draw into an



excellent win which just might prove crucial at
the end of the season. Certainly it was vital
tonight, since it quickly became known that
Lancaster had won their potentially difficult
game at Prescot 2-0 and seem unlikely to
give up their lead without a fight.

In view of Town’s depleted squad, this was a
great win and for me, not for the first time this
season, the result owed a lot to the calm
efficiency and experience of Steve Payne at

the back.

Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Peers, Sykes, Gray, Phelan,
Dean, Baker, Marshall

ATTENDANCE 653
SDS STARMAN - Steve Payne
CHARLIE ADAMSON

Saturday 20 March 2010

AFC FYLDE 2, FC HALIFAX TOWN 2
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

Fylde skipper Joe Booth's free kick in
the final minute of the game gave AFC
Fylde a deserved point in a well contested
game against promotion chasing FC Halifax.

FC Halifax came into the game on the
back of five successive victories whilst Fylde
were looking to bounce back from three
consecutive defeats with the majority of the
741 crowd expecting a roll over win for the
visitors. Fylde had to make enforced changes
to their line up with injury forcing Matt Lawlor
and illness causing experienced utility man
Neil Uberschor to miss the game along with
striker Matt Walwyn. Key  midfield
playmaker Matty Kay was back for his first
game for a fortnight for Fylde and teenage
centre back Danny Monkton and Steve
Ralston came into the squad.

FC Halifax thought they had got off to
the perfect start when they had the ball in the
net just two minutes in but new loan striker
Michael Wilde, who had signed from Blue
Square North neighbours Fleetwood Town a
day earlier, was clearly offside. Fylde, though,
were keen to prove they were no pushover
and were keen to make amends for their
recent form as they slowly began to impose
their own game onto the Vvisitors.

Michael Barnes gave Fylde the lead on
27 minutes after Jason Dodwell chased a ball
over the top and his strong challenge on FC
Halifax defender Lowe broke for the winger
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who ran onto the loose ball smashed the ball
home to silence the visiting FC Halifax
support. Both Barnes and Dodwell were
causing the Shaymen concern attacking
down the flanks for Fylde. Danny Penswick,
Matt Kay and Jason Dodwell all had chances
but it remained 1-0 at the break with Fylde
having the better of the first-half.

In the second half the visitors came out
eager to please their supporters and took the
game the home side. Ten minutes in, Aaron
Hardy's free kick was helped on by top scorer
James Dean for strike partner Wilde to clip
the ball past Lewis Edge to equalise. The
Shaymen's tempo was upped after the
equaliser and on 61 minutes they took a 2-1
lead. Nicky Gray, son of former Leeds legend
Eddie, was played in by Mark Peers on the
right and he clinically fired the ball into the
back of the top corner with Edge having no
chance. Fylde then responded and the
hardworking Dodwell had a great chance to
pull a goal back when his shot flew inches
wide of the left hand post.

Fylde weren't phased by the promotion
chasing Shaymen and were probing for an
equaliser as the visitors seem content to sit
back and hold on for a win but they won a
free-kick on the edge of the box when Booth
chased sub Ralston's ball on the left hand
channel and was fouled by Lowe. Skipper
Booth waited patiently for FC Halifax's wall to
form and he curled the ball over the wall into
the top left hand corner beyond FC Halifax
keeper Hedge to give Fylde's supporters the
last laugh and a creditable point against the

UniBond 1st Division North title favourites.
Hedge, Hardy, Lowe. Payne, Sykes. Barnes (Marshall 76),
Gray, Phelan, Dean, Wilde, Peers

ATTENDANCE 741
www.afcfylde.co.uk
Saturday 27 March 2010

TRAFFORD FC 0, FC HALIFAX TOWN 3
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

Another tricky looking game (is there
any other kind at the moment?) ended with a
comfortable win. But with two of the goals
coming in added time at the end, this was
never as comfortable as the score suggests
and, despite Town’s domination of the game,



at 1-0 there was always the possibility of a
‘Wakefield-style’ equaliser.

With James Riley fit again, Paul Sykes
moved forward into a midfield slot and there
was a place on the bench for the loan signing
from Mansfield, Lee Gregory. In blustery
conditions, Town got off to a great start. Neat
interplay between James Dean and Michael
Wilde led to the latter driving home for his
second goal in his first two games for the
club. Wilde is proving a really shrewd
acquisition — a strong-running target-man
who is taking some of the responsibility off
Dean.

Town continued to dominate the early
stages without ever really threatening to
extend their lead. The final ball was often
disappointing, as were a succession of
corners and free-kicks, and gradually Trafford
started to get into the game, although their
top scorer, Scott Barlow — supposedly a
target for Town — was impressively shackled
by Steve Payne and nobody else posed any
real threat up front.

With the wind behind them in the
second half, Town continued to dominate.
The fact that the playing surface was
significantly better than those of recent weeks
was helping them to play the passing game
that served them so well at the start of the
season. Work rate was very impressive,
particularly from Scott Phelan and the tireless
Dean. And Bradley Barnes was far more
involved than he had been on his debut at
Fylde. Unfortunately he became a bit too
involved with Shelton Payne, apparently
pushing his head into the Trafford winger’s
face after his reaction to a tackle, and he
received a straight red card, adding to what
has been a fairly dismal disciplinary record
this season. Fortunately, he will still be
available for Tuesday’s match at Woodley,
after which Tom Baker will have completed
his suspension. Ironically, his dismissal
seemed to make no difference at all to the
pattern of the game and Town secured all
three points in added time. Lee Gregory, who
had replaced Dean in the 78" minute,
showed good skill in holding the ball up wide
on the left before playing the ball back to the
other sub. Mark Peers. He cut in and hit a
right-footed shot past a static goalkeeper.
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The points were safe but there was still time
for Peers to make another incisive run along
the dead ball line before squaring for Nicky
Gray to stab home from virtually on the goal
line. Sometimes the target for criticism, Gray
continues to make vital contributions to
Town'’s success.

Overall this was a sound performance,
although Town would save themselves and
their supporters a lot of anxiety if they could
finish teams off. Nobody shone today,
although the back-line all had good games,
particularly the ever-consistent Aaron Hardy
who will be missed at Woodley and it was
good to be able to introduce players of the
quality of Peers and Gregory from the bench.
But my man-of-the-match was Scott Phelan.
Although his delivery from set-pieces wasn'’t
great, he was constantly involved throughout
the ninety minutes and he showed good
discipline in not reacting to some crunching

tackles.
Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Riley, Sykes (Peers), Gray,
Phelan, Dean (Gregory), Wilde, Barnes

ATTENDANCE 502
SDS STARMAN - Scott Phelan
CHARLIE ADAMSON

Tuesday 30 March 2010

WOODLEY SPORTS 2, FC HALIFAX TOWN 2
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

A rotten night weather wise looked like
it might transpose into a rotten night on the
pitch as the kids from Woodley raced into a
two goal lead with only 20 minutes gone.
Without the physical presence of Tom Baker
and James Dean, Town looked a bit
lightweight on the alien astro playing surface.
However, they gradually managed to claw
their way back after 37 minutes when Bradley
Barnes provided recent loan signing Lee
Gregory the perfect opportunity to open his
Shay account.

The second half saw Town look slightly
more comfortable, particularly when Dean
was given an opportunity with just under a
third of the game remaining. A rare defeat,
though, looked on the cards right up until the
last minute when Dean powered through the

home defence to equalise.

Hedge, Richardson, Lowe, Payne, Riley (Hotte 46), Barnes
(Peers 73), Gray, Phelan, Gregory, Wilde (Dean 66),
Marshall



ATTENDANCE 514
NORTHERN CORRESPONDENT
Friday 2 April 2010

FC HALIFAX TOWN 1, CHORLEY FC 0
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

If nothing else, this game highlighted
just how poor the Shay pitch had become.
Just 15 minutes of rain before half-time
turned what was a sand pit into a soggy gloop
that ruled out any opportunity Town would
have had of getting their passing game
together. A dry spell will be required if Town
are going to complete their home league
fixtures in a timely manner, particularly now
that the egg chasing has recommenced.

Chorley are one of those sides that
look to make up what they lack in talent with
a stubborn determination. An early Steve
Payne goal after six minutes briefly
threatened to weaken Chorley’s resolve but
they were soon back competing, True, Town
were always on top in the first half but none
of the players could regularly find the telling
pass when it counted. On the occasions that
a breakthrough towards goal was made,
wasteful efforts from both Scott Phelan and
Nicky Gray kept the score down.

Town started the second-half nervously
and it wasn’'t until the introduction of James
Dean after 58 minutes that some authority
began to return. Both Dean and Payne had
chances to wrap the game up before the
nerves returned. In the end Town were
effectively hanging on, with the introduction of
Mark Hotte late on emphasising the desire to

do all possible to keep clean sheet.

Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Riley, Baker, Gray, Phelan,
Gregory (Dean 58), Wilde (Hotte 84), Richardson (Peers
58)

ATTENDANCE 1,508
SDS STARMAN - Steve Payne
SIMON DENTON

Monday 5 April 2010

ROSSENDALE 0, FC HALIFAX TOWN 3
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

This was thankfully a much warmer day
than when we visited last season when even
the brass monkeys sought shelter inside. The
points were not quite a formality but the home
side had little in the tank to suggest that they
might pose a major threat over the whole 90
minutes. If there is a prize for the worst
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‘facilities’ then the gents at the far side of the
ground must be well up for the award. A true
old fashioned ‘wee wall’ with the remains of a
drain that led out of the ground to some
location that is probably best left
undiscovered.

Town started the game with purpose
and were a goal to the good after only three
minutes when Paul Sykes capitalised on a
loose ball in the area. Only the width of the
woodwork prevented Lee Gregory making it
2-0 before Rossendale were gifted the
opportunity to get back into the game
courtesy of a very dubious penalty given
against Jonathan Hedge. Justice was seen to
be done, however, when Ryan Zico Black hit
his spot kick low and wide. After half an hour
there was some concern to see Gregory
departing with what looked like a nasty injury
following a robust tackle. Fortunately, the
injury turned out to be not too serious and
Nicky Gray proved to be a more than capable
replacement.

With half-time looming, Town made
their dominance count when Michael Wilde
was able to capitalise with a goal courtesy of
an unselfish pass from James Dean.

The second-half was almost all Town
and the only slightly disappointing aspect was
the positive goal difference, which could be
important at the end of the season, was not
added to until the final minute when Dean did
all the hard work allowing Gray to tap the ball
home for a comprehensive 3-0 away win.

Last season Town struggled against
some of the bottom of the league sides. This
season points have been gained from the
likes of Rossendale with relative ease. The
portents remain good as we head towards

Saturday’s crunch match with Lancaster.
Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Riley, Sykes (Richardson 46),
Phelan, Gregory (Gray 31), Baker, Dean, Wilde.

ATTENDANCE 745
SDS STARMAN - Michael Wilde
SIMON DENTON

Wednesday 7 April 2010

GARFORTH TOWN 3, FC HALIFAX TOWN 4
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

From a purist, and pain free, point of
view, the long distance monitoring of this
game wasn’'t quite as significant as ‘Boothe



85" and it also didn’t involve falling of a piece
of furniture. We will probably never be quite
sure just how important the last seven minute
goal fest will be to how the end of season will
pan out but | suspect it will have sent a few
shockwaves over to the Lune Valley. Instead
of going into Saturday’s crunch match playing
catch up, Town now have a real opportunity
to take top spot.

At 3-1 down with seven minutes to go
and reportedly not playing too well, it was
always going to require something out of the
ordinary to recover anything from game. The
injury to former Town keeper Lee Ellison was
fortuitous’ but it was the semi-
unprofessionialism of substitute Dominic
Blair, who was sent off within minutes of
entering the fray for first over celebrating his
goal and then kicking the ball away, that
really gave Town the impetus to not only seek
a draw but a win. Marshall 85, Gray 90 and
Marshall 90 will surely live long in the
memory of majority of the 642 crowd and |
must admit to a tinge of jealousy at not

having experienced it first hand.
Hedge, Hardy, Richardson, Payne, Riley, Peers (Phelan
46), Baker, Dean, Wilde, Lee (Gray 46) Marshall

ATTENDANCE 642
SIMON DENTON

Saturday 10 April 2010

FC HALIFAX TOWN 4, LANCASTER CITY 0
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

In warm, hazy sunshine, 3152 people
turned out for this top-of-the-table encounter,
a bigger crowd than any in the Conference
and most in League One. They saw plenty of
entertaining football, but not much of a
contest; Lancaster were outclassed from start
to finish, and the score line certainly did not
flatter a stunning performance from the
Shaymen.

Town played a fluid 4-3-1-2, with
Marshall in the slot behind the strike pairing
of Gregory and Dean, and the main wide
attack coming down the right flank through
Gray, with Hardy in support. Within five
minutes Town were ahead when a cross from
the right was tapped in at the far post by
Gregory, who had already blazed over after
Marshall put him through.
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With Baker, Phelan and Marshall
winning nearly everything in midfield, Dean
and Gregory repeatedly stretched the
Lancaster defence. At the other end Hedge
was rarely troubled, as Payne and Riley,
whose distribution was particularly
impressive, easily coped with optimistic long
balls to Lancaster's top scorer Connerton,
who was anonymous throughout.

In the 40" minute Town get a deserved
second gaol. After Dean’s goal bound drive
had been palmed away, the out swinging
corner from the right was met powerfully by
Payne’s head at the far post; Fearon got a
hand to the ball but could not keep it out.

In an eventful second half opening,
both sides were indebted to their goalkeepers
for close range saves. Then normal service
was resumed, and in the 63 minute the
Shaymen wrapped up the game. Baker won
the ball thirty yards out, found Gray who took
the ball to the by-line and put in a fine cross
for Dean to head home unchallenged.

Three Lancaster substitutions made no
difference to the pattern of play, with Town
stroking the ball about confidently and
creating several more opportunities before
Dean turned provider down the right wing
and, again at the far post, Gregory smashed
the ball into the roof of the net from close
range. It was looking increasingly like men
against boys; the replacement of Marshall,
Dean and Gray by Hotte, Peers and Wilde in
the last few minutes made no difference to
Town’s dominance and they could have
scored more but for their own wastefulness
and some desperate defending.

Any of the eleven who started the
game might reasonably be named star man
but my choice, a player | hadn’t seen before,
is Lee Gregory, scorer of the first and last
goals; he has pace and good positional
sense, and he combined well with Dean and

Marshall.
Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Riley, Phelan, Gray (Peers
84) Baker, Marshall (Hotte 78), Dean (Wilde 79), Gregory

ATTENDANCE 3,152
SDS STARMAN - Lee Gregory
ANDY CONNELL

Monday 12 April 2010
CURZON ASHTON 0, FC HALIFAX TOWN 5



UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH
It was vital that Town carried the
confidence from Saturday’s stunning victory
over Lancaster into this game which,
potentially, looked just as difficult. And they
did, getting off to the perfect start with a goal
in the first minute. From Tom Baker’s corner,
Steve Payne powered in a header which
keeper Michael Hale parried straight to Nicky
Gray who slotted home. In recent games
against Fylde and Chorley, Town had failed
to capitalise on an early goal but they didn’t
make that mistake tonight. From another
Baker corner in the 9" minute, Payne rose
again to plant a header wide of Hale for a 2-0
lead. It was the captain’s 11" goal of the
season. Like Lancaster, Curzon seemed
shell-shocked by the pace of Town’s game
and it took them until the 23 minute to
threaten with an Andrew Lundy shot that went
wide. Just as they had controlled Jordan
Connerton on Saturday, Payne and the ever-
improving James Riley now kept Michael
Norton very quiet, while, in contrast, Town'’s
strikers were posing all sorts of problems for
a shaky-looking Curzon defence. James
Dean, in particular, was a real handful and he
should have had a penalty when the ball
arrived at his feet a couple of yards out and
he was clipped by a defender before he could
shoot. The referee, who generally had a very
good game, dismissed Dean’s claims. But
Town weren’t to be denied a third goal for
long. Dean played an excellent ball to Nicky
Gray wide on the left. His low shot flashed
past the keeper and looked as though it had
crossed the line but the goal was awarded to
Lee Gregory who had followed up to make
sure. There was time for another great piece
of skill on the left from Dean who outpaced
his marker and hit a low cross which Richard
Marshall, from no more than a yard out,
blasted against the underside of the bar.

A couple of Curzon substitutes at the
start of the second half did little to affect
Town’s dominance. Dean got a deserved
goal in the 53" minute with a delightful flick
header from the edge of the area which
looped over Hale and dropped into the net.
Curzon began to show their frustration with a
series of aggressive challenges, notably on
the excellent Tom Baker, who seemed to be
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involved in everything. But the game was
safe now and Town could afford to replace
Baker, Gray and Dean and give Luke
Richardson, Mark Peers and the loyal Mark
Hotte some time on the field. All three slotted
effectively into the match and when
Richardson got free down the left, he pulled
the ball back intelligently for Marshall to drive
home for 5-0. A final penetrating run by Peers
almost led to what would have been the 100"
league goal of this amazing season, but he
was crowded out and the total remains on 99
— for the time being.

Ecstatic Town supporters — and there
must have been nearly 700 of them in a
crowd of 803 - surrounded the players at the
final whistle to acknowledge a tremendous
performance. Another top five team had been
made to look ordinary by Town’s irresistible
combination of skill and commitment. Like a
marathon runner hitting the front with a lap to
go, the momentum seems to be with Town

now. Lancaster may still win all their
remaining games, but the pressure is
undoubtedly more on them. It's hard to

choose a man-of-the-match from such an
impressive all-round team performance but,
for me, Tom Baker looks back to his very best

and he just shades it.

Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Riley, Phelan, Gray (Hotte
54), Baker (Richardson 80), Marshall, Dean (Peers 71),
Gregory

ATTENDANCE 803

SDS STARMAN - Tom Baker
CHARLIE ADAMSON

Thursday 15 April 2010
FC HALIFAX TOWN 2, RADCLIFFE

BOROUGH 1
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

Early goals from Richard Marshall after
nine minutes and Steve Payne on 22 minutes
gave Town enough of a cushion to hold off a
competent Radcliffe Borough. Having played
so many games in the last few days, fatigue
was always likely to creep in at some-point.
At this stage of the season the result is the
only significant factor. With Lancaster
seemingly imploding following a 2-0 defeat at
Trafford and an unimpressive performance at
the Shay, this result put Town seven points
clear with three games to go.



Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Riley, Phelan, Gray (Wilde
60),Baker (Hotte 46), Marshall, Dean, Gregory

ATTENDANCE 1,589
NORTHERN CORRESPONDENT
Saturday 17 April 2010

OSSETT ALBION 2, FC HALIFAX TOWN 4
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

Having already booked train tickets and
time off for Tuesday evening it was a toss up
as to whether or not to make another journey
up the A1. In the end | plumped for Aylesbury
v Welwyn Garden City which promised a
goal-fest and flattered to deceive at 6-1 when
double figures plus should have been the
order of the day. A ten minute delay whilst
one of the City players refused to leave the
pitch following a red card and supposed injury
added to the entertainment. Aylesbury are a
prime example of both the positives and
negatives of the pyramid. They have gone
from being a sports and social club to almost
step four certainties in a matter of a few
years. Great progress but without the support
of the local community what can the club
realistically aspire to? Interestingly, it also
now looks like they will swap places with their
larger neighbours Aylesbury Town who are
relegation certainties.

Dimple Wells, however, was never far
from my mind which is probably an
appropriate time to thank Ryk Adams for all
his text updates over the season. Kelly’s
updates on the web are also greatly
appreciated although the auto refresh plays
havoc with my mobile....

Proceedings at Haywood Road still had
a good ten minutes to go when news of
Town’s victory came through. Dean 29,
Gregory 61, Marshall 82 and Payne 87
coupled with Colwyn Bay taking a point
against Lancaster effectively meant job done
with two games to go.

Mathematically the champagne should
remain on ice, roll on Tuesday when the

celebrations can really begin.
Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Riley, Phelan, Hotte (Peers
57), Richardson, Marshall, Gray, Dean (Wilde 82), Gregory

ATTENDANCE 1,170
SIMON DENTON

Tuesday 20 April 2010

FC HALIFAX TOWN 2, CLITHEROE 2
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH
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With Town virtually assured of the
League title, the urgency of recent games
was inevitably lacking tonight. There were
though the targets of achieving 100 points
and maintaining an unbeaten home record
still to play for. Neither looked likely when a
lively Clitheroe side led 2-0 with twenty
minutes left. But Town dug deep to draw level
and could have gone on to win the game right
at the end.

The first half was fairly subdued,
although Jonathan Hedge needed to be alert
to save in a one-on-one situation with
Clitheroe’s pacy striker Nathan Taylor. For
Town the best chance fell to Lee Gregory but
his excellent effort was acrobatically saved by
Danny Hanford. As half-time approached,
Taylor again burst into the area, outpacing
Steve Payne and then going down under a
challenge from Hedge. To the anxiety of
Town supporters, the linesman appeared to
indicate a penalty, but thankfully Mr Cook
thought otherwise, over-ruling his assistant
and booking the Clitheroe man for a dive.

Town needed to up the pace in the
second half but instead they shut off as
Clitheroe won an early corner. Skipper Kevin
Brown was unmarked and Hedge was only
able to deflect his powerful header into the
top of the net. The visitors nearly added
another goal minutes later when Louis
Mayer’s clever curling shot hit the outside of
the post. James Dean must have thought
he’d equalised when a smart turn and low
shot seemed destined for the net but
somehow Hanford got down to block. A tired
looking Dean was replaced by Michael Wilde,
Mark Peers having already come on for Nick
Gray, but it was a Clitheroe substitute, the
impressive Alan Coar, who scored the next
goal outpacing a static defence to fire past
Hedge’s left hand.

That looked like being the end, but
Wilde’s physical presence up front helped to
get Town back into the game. He'd already
had one effort blocked when he muscled his
way past a couple of defenders and fired
home. Now the game started to turn Town'’s
way. Lee Gregory had a shot deflected onto
the bar and another effort from Wilde was
blocked on the line. Finally the pressure told
when Hanford punched a Peers corner to the



edge of the area where Tom Baker controlled
and hammered the ball back past the keeper
for a great and well-deserved equaliser. The
players’ reaction showed just how much that
unbeaten home record meant to them. There
was still time for Clitheroe full-back Liam
McManus to be sent off for a second offence
and for Gregory to lob a through ball over the
keeper but wide of the left-hand post.
Tiredness had undoubtedly been a
factor in Town’s performance but it is a credit
to the spirit and commitment of this group of
players that they were able to get back into a
game that seemed to be lost. Wilde had an
influential half-hour and Aaron Hardy was, as
usual, a model of consistency. But, for me,
man of the match was again the tireless Tom

Baker.
Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne, Riley, Marshall, Gray (Peers
46), Richardson, Dean (Wilde 58), Baker, Gregory

ATTENDANCE 1,932
SDS STARMAN - Tom Baker
CHARLIE ADAMSON

Saturday 24 April 2010

FC HALIFAX TOWN 1, SKELMERSDALE 1
UNIBOND LEAGUE DIVISION ONE NORTH

Nearly three thousand turned out to
see Town’s coronation as champions. In
hazy sunshine, Town began with a 4-3-3,
Dean initially playing wide on the left, but
subsequently moving into the middle and
ending up on the right after the formation had
switched to 4-4-2, then morphed back.

The midfield trio of Phelan, Baker and
Marshall dominated as usual, enabling Town
to launch a series of flowing attacks and keep
the away defence at full stretch. But
Skelmersdale, already sure of a play-off
place, looked a far better side than Lancaster,
and occasionally threatened on the break.
Though Payne, whose retirement was
announced just before kick-off, and Riley
dealt with long balls with their customary
authority, the Town defence was twice sprung
as half-time approached: first Hardy cleared
off the line, then Hedge came out to block.
Then Town came close to taking the lead
their lion’s share of territory warranted. An
elegant run from Gray produced a corner,
following which Phelan hit the bar with a fine
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drive, and the onrushing Gregory was unable
to connect with the rebound.

The Shaymen restarted without Baker,
Richardson settling solidly into the left back
position, and Lowe moving with assurance
into midfield. Skelmersdale had brought on
Bathurst, whose pace up front forced a fine
saving tackle from Riley. At the other end a
Dean shot on the turn was tipped over, and
the corner led to a free kick just outside the
area. Marshall threaded a well-struck low
drive through the Skelmersdale wall and hit
the middle of the net, with the diving keeper
clutching thin air.

On the hour Wilde replaced Gray, first
Gregory then Dean taking the right flank.
Skelmersdale sometimes threatened, and
Payne got a booking before coming off for the
last minutes to a well-earned standing
ovation, Hotte taking his place in central
defence. Town should have wrapped the
game up, however. It seems churlish to
criticise Town’s forty-goal hero, but Dean,
strong as ever, wasted some good positions
with optimistic pot-shots when he might have
set up Wilde or Gregory. Town nearly paid
the price with five minutes to go when Hedge
was well placed to take a Skelmersdale
unchallenged header from a corner. Deep
into added time he was not so fortunate:
another header from a corner found the target
and Town surrendered two points to one of
the best sides seen at the Shay this season.
But the Shaymen had kept their unbeaten
record and secured their century of points,

and no one was going to spoil the party.

Hedge, Hardy, Lowe, Payne (Hotte 80), Riley, Phelan, Gray
(Wilde 56), Marshall, Dean, Baker (Richardson 46),
Gregory

ATTENDANCE 2,939
SDS STARMAN - Richard Marshall
ANDY CONNELL

Tuesday 27 April 2010
FC HALIFAX TOWN 2, MICKELOVER

SPORTS 2 (1-3 ON PENALTIES)
POINTLESS END OF SEASON COMPETITION

It's difficult to warrant giving this
pointless event any page space and |
probably wouldn't were it not for the extra-
ordinary achievement of Jonathan Hedge
who not only scored in normal time but also



scored Town’s lone success in the penalty | ATTENDANCE 427

shoot-out. NORTHERN CORRESPONDENT

Senior, Lowe, Richardson, Hardy, Riley (Gray 54) Sykes,
Peers, Phelan, Dean, Marshall, Lowe (Hedge 17)

OUR NEW FRIENDS IN THE NORTH

A quick rundown of the teams we will be visiting next season.

ASHTON UNITED

Hurst Cross, Surrey Street, Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 8DY

BRADFORD PARK AVENUE

Horsfall Stadium, Cemetery Road, Bradford BD6 2NG

BURSCOUGH

Victoria Park, Mart Lane, Burscough L40 0SD

BUXTON

The Silverlands, Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 6QH

CHASETOWN

The Scholars Ground, Church Street, Chasetown, Staffordshire WS7 3QL
COLWYN BAY

Llanelian Road, Old Colwyn, Conwy LL29 8UN

FC UNITED OF MANCHESTER

Gigg Lane, Bury, Greater Manchester BL9 9HR

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC

Tech5 Stadium, Westfield Lane, South Elmsall, West Yorkshire WF9 2EQ
NORTHWICH VICTORIA

Victoria Stadium, Wincham Avenue, Wincham, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 6GB
OSSETT TOWN

Ingfield, Prospect Road, Ossett, West Yorkshire WF5 9HA

HUCKNALL TOWN

Watnall Road, Hucknall, Nottingham NG15 6EY

KENDAL TOWN

Lakeland Radio Stadium, Parkside Road, Kendal, Cumbria LA9 7BL
MARINE

The Arriva Stadium, College Road, Crosby, Liverpool L23 3AS
MATLOCK TOWN

Causeway Lane, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3AR

MICKLEOVER SPORTS

Mickleover Sports Ground, Station Road, Mickleover, Derbyshire DE3 9FE
NANTWICH TOWN

The Weaver Stadium, Water Lode, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5BS

NORTH FERRIBY UNITED

Grange Lane, Church Road, North Ferriby, East Yorkshire HU14 3AA
RETFORD UNITED

Cannon Park, Leverton Road, Retford, Notts DN22 6QF
STOCKSBRIDGE PARK STEELS

Look Local Stadium, Bracken Moor Lane, Stocksbridge, Sheffield S36 2AN
WHITBY TOWN
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Turnbull Ground, Upgang Lane, Whitby, North Yorkshire YO21 3HZ
WORKSOP TOWN
Cannon Park, Leverton Road, Retford, Notts DN22 6QF
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